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PRE-INSPECTION CHECKLIST

It is important to understand whose responsibility it is to provide access to the items to be inspected and to prevent damage to the seller’s home.  According to Massachusetts Inspection Regulations, “the Client shall provide safe access and sufficient lighting to ensure that all systems and areas to be inspected under this standard are Readily Accessible and Observable”.  
Please go over the following checklist with the seller or seller’s agent to make sure that access is provided to us, before the inspection.  In this way, we can facilitate a smooth and accurate inspection process that will save your valuable time and prevent the need for a return visit. 

(  )  If there is an under floor crawl space or an attic present, please ask the seller or sellers representative to provide safe access and lighting for the inspector.  All obstructions and stored goods should be removed from the front of a crawl space entry way and all clothing or storage should be removed from inside a closet where there are access hatches to the attic or eave.  All screws or fasteners should also be removed from access hatches or doors by the seller. 
(  )   If there are any stored items inside a shower or bathtub or any items that block access to the perimeter of the furnace, boiler, water heater, water meter or electric service panel they should be moved.  The electric panel and sub-panel covers should also be free of any obstructions, such as wooden framing, that prevent removal of the cover and should be free of paint at the cover/wall seam and screw heads that could cause damage to the wall or painted surfaces when the cover is removed. 
(  )  Please check to make sure that all utilities such as water, gas and electric are turned on and all pilot lights are lit.  The furnace, boiler, water heater and gas log fireplaces should be operating and ready for inspection.  The Home inspector will only use Normal Operating Controls such as a thermostat to turn equipment on and will not turn on Emergency shut off switches or electrical breakers, water or gas service valves or light pilots.  Air conditioners will not be operated if the outdoor temperature is below 60 DF and heat pumps will not be operated if the outdoor temperature is above 60 DF because operation will damage the equipment, so these units should not be turned on if temperature is adverse.
(  )  Dogs and cats should be caged or removed from the home to prevent mishaps such as a lost pet or injury to the Client or inspector.  In addition, all locked rooms, closets, service panels and fence gates should be unlocked to provide access for the inspector or these areas can not be inspected. 

